Chapter (1) 


BACKGROUND 
Pas Manzar 


NAME: 


Tahreek-e-Islami Hind is the name of the Movement which has been started in 
this country (India) to establish the Deen of Islam in its complete form and to 
transform the whole of human society both in its interior and exterior. Considering its 
objective and scope of work, it was the most appropriate and deserved name. If its 
objective had certain limitations and its scope of work was reduced to the propagation 
of a few segments of Islam, then this name would have certainly been more than its 
standpoint. Under such circumstances, it would have been considered as inappropriate 
and an exaggeration. 


When this was not the reality and its point of focus was not a few segments of 
Islam but its propagation and establishment as a whole, not only was it most 
appropriate, but necessary to give the name TAHREEK-E-ISLAMI. Any other name 
would have certainly fallen short of reflecting its true position. Under such 
circumstances, the most objectionable thing would have been why was this movement 
not given the name Tahreek-e-Islami? 


ACTUAL BACKGROUND 


The actual background, which in fact is also its real motive, is the fulfillment 
of that positional responsibility of Muslim Ummah for which it has been raised. This 
responsibility in its origin is as old as humankind himself and his Deen of Islam. The 
Holy Quraan, which is the main source of this Movement, explains the basic facts 
concerning the creation of man and what is required of him. Let us consider these 
facts in the following sequence: 


a) Purpose of Creation: 


Man was created for the sole purpose of worshipping his Lord, Creator and Master. 
I have only created Jinns and men that they may worship (serve) Me(Dhariat: 56) 


b) Knowledge of Worship: 


It was not possible for man to know the method and required standards of Worship by 
himself, nor was it his responsibility. In fact, this most essential requirement could 
have been fulfilled by his Lord alone, and it has certainly been fulfilled. 


Verily We take upon Ourselves to guide, (Al-Lail: 12) 


It would have been totally against the Wisdom, Mercy and Lordship of the Creator to 
provide air, water light, food, dress and every single material need without delay and 
to delay the moral and spiritual needs of man. Hence, when the first man stepped on 
to this earth, he was also given the full knowledge of worshipping his Lord. 


We said: "Get ye down all from here; and if, as is sure, there comes to you 
Guidance from me, whosoever follows My guidance, on them shall be no fear, 


nor shall they grieve. (Al-Baqarah: 38) 
This very knowledge of worshiping the Lord is called as the DEEN OF ALLAH. 


c) Continuation of Deen: 


This Deen was not given just once and in the beginning but, as and when required, 
was given again & again and in different regions and to nations 

And there never were a people, without a Warner having lived among them (in 
the past). (Fatir: 24). 

Again, with the exception of a few changes here and there, in its basics, this Deen has 
remained the same as it should have been. 

The same religion has He established for you as that which He enjoined on Noah 
- the which We have sent by inspiration to thee - and that which We enjoined on 
Abraham, Moses, and Jesus: Namely, that ye should remain steadfast in religion, 
and make no divisions therein: (Al-shoura: 13). 


d) Islam is just another name for Deen: 


This very ‘knowledge’ or ‘Deen’ when came down in the form of Glorious Quraan, 
was called as Islam. And have chosen for you Islam as your religion (Al-Maida: 3). 
As such, in its origin and basic teachings, Islam is the Deen that had always been sent 
down to human beings. In other words, from the beginning till the end, every Deen 
coming from Allah, in spite of different names, different languages and different 
forms, in their spirit, origin and purpose, were all in fact, the Deen of Islam. 


e) Quraan & Islam — Last link: 


Quraan & Islam is the last link to this chain of guidance 

but (he is) the Messenger of Allah, and the Seal of the Prophets (Al-ahzaab: 40). 
There is no other Deen succeeding this Deen. It is for eternity and for the whole 
world. 

We have not sent thee but as a universal (Messenger) to men, (Saba: 28) 


From the time of its arrival till the end of this world, the only source of guidance and 
salvation is Islam and there is no other source. 

If anyone desires a religion other than Islam (submission to Allah, never will it 
be accepted of him; (Al-Imran:58) 


f) Practical method of Worship: 


The appropriate, acceptable and practical method of this worship, as has always been, 
and logically should have been is to follow the Deen entirely without any addition or 
differentiation. Whenever this Deen was sent down based on the prevailing 
conditions, was certainly meant to be followed in complete obedience by the 
addressee nations. Hence, the definition of complete obedience in every period was 
“All aspects of human life, individual & collective, visible & invisible, should all be 


framed within the guidelines of Deen”. The interpretation of this complete obedience 
in the Holy Quraan is termed as “Iqamat-e-Deen”. 

The same religion has He established for you as that which He enjoined on Noah 
- that which We have sent by inspiration to thee - and that which We enjoined on 
Abraham, Moses, and Jesus: Namely, that ye should remain steadfast in religion, 
and make no divisions therein. (Al-Shoura:13) 


In light of this interpretation, it is an established fact that, to whichever nation and 
period Allah had given His Deen, its demand had always been to implement it 
constantly in their whole life. This was the only way for man to relieve himself from 
the obligation of Ibadat (Worship) as was the purpose of his creation like everyone 
else. 


g) Demand of Deen: 


As far as the last edition of this Deen of Allah is concerned (Quraan & Islam), its 
demand is both extraordinary and twofold in nature. In other words, the responsibility 
of its followers is not only to establish it firmly and constantly in their lives, but also 
to pass it on to all other groups and nations. To explain its certainty and its need and 
invite them to accept it, thus, struggling constantly to establish it in the whole world. 
Thus, have We made of you an Ummat justly balanced, that ye might be 
witnesses over the nations. (Al-Baqara:143) 


As though, their responsibility is that of every previous Ummah and also of the 
Prophets. Fulfilling both these obligations is the first and last purpose of the existence 
of this Ummah. It is the only obligation of their life and it is this Ibadat (worship) for 
which mankind has been created. 


Keep in mind all these basic facts and analyze their popularity and practical 
applications, you will find the situation to be very strange and grim. Let alone general 
groups and nations, they may not be familiar with the ABC of these facts, in the very 
Muslim Ummah that was created as a flag bear of these facts, their proper 
understanding and practical attachment has diminished to an awful level. It appears as 
though it has forgotten itself. Hence, by looking at it, no one can sense that it has a 
specific mission in life and it is not just any nation like many other nations. The 
reason is, let alone becoming the torchbearers of truth for others, their own life is 
plunged into darkness to a great extent. Specifically in their collective aspects, the 
reflection of this light of truth is hardly visible. 


There is no doubt that this whole scenario has become a horrible declaration of 
sin against all the followers of Islam in this world. It is demanding again and again 
for the followers of Islam and asking them “O claimers to the belief of Islam and 
Quraan rise up and dedicate yourselves to fulfill the obligation of Positional 
Responsibility, you have no purpose on this earth other than this one purpose and by 
neglecting this your whole cause has become meaningless”. Some Muslims of our 
country like many other countries, heeded to the call of the hour and with all their 
shortcomings, decided to start a practical struggle, as was necessary, and started an 
Organized Movement.(Though the ground was prepared for this movement since 
1932, it took a working shape in 1939 as "Tahreek Darul-Islam" at a small place near 


Pathankote. In August 1941 it was reorganized again and started its journey with the 
name Jamaat-e-Islami). 


Interim Motives: 


Beyond the shadow of doubt, the genuine background for starting this movement was 
exactly as explained above. However, it is interesting to note that the prevailing 
conditions of those days also acted as a spur that became great agitators or motivating 
factors of this movement. 


These factors can be broadly classified into three categories, a) Milli (Religions) 
b) Watani (National) & c) Alami (International). 


a) Milli (Religions) Motives: 


To understand this, we have to go back the history of our country a few years before 
independence, when the independence movement was at its peak and the country was 
no more willing to accept the slavery of British Monarchy. Muslims were too not far 
behind in this struggle. 


When it became clear that British Imperialism was about to collapse, it was quite 
natural that the future of the country became first priority. It was also natural that in a 
country as diversified as India, one agreeable answer could not have been obtained to 
the basic question of the future governance of India. We will not go into the details of 
all the views of all political parties, but, will discuss the two important views which 
were very important from the Muslim's point of view. One point of view was from the 
Indian National Congress that claimed "In India there is only one nation which has a 
joint culture and hence a secular democratic government should be formed". The 
second point of view was of the All India Muslim League that used to say, "In India 
not one but many nations dwell, Muslims are one unit among them, they have their 
own identity and culture, hence their political future should be built on the basis of 
Muslim nationhood and culture". Almost 95% of Muslim population was backing one 
of those two parties. In short, a Muslim was either a "Congressi" or a "Muslim 
leagee". Though both parties carried the Indian or Islamic labels, they were purely 
western oriented. One was presenting a future of India that had no trace of divine 
thoughts. The latter was using the name of Islam with great enthusiasm, in fact, Islam 
was still far behind and the Muslim nation was in the forefront. 


It was a turning point in the history of Indian Muslims, whereby an important and 
revolutionary decision was about to be taken in respect of their collective life and this 
decision had to be taken by themselves alone. While making this crucial decision, it 
seemed they had completely forgotten their status and their position. It was a great 
tragedy and a backlash. Several hearts were bleeding at this tragedy. One among them 
stepped forward to fulfill his obligation and announced a planned struggle. Many like- 
minded people heeded to his call and became great motives and agitators of this 
movement. 


b) Watani (National) Motives: 
The root cause and origin of these motives was the same as discussed earlier, i.e. the 
prevailing conditions of our country. Every intellect and every visionary was giving 


his views and thoughts about the future of this nation. They were all honest in their 
opinions as it was not their own future that was at stake, it was also the future of their 
next generations. This quest for the future government led people to deduce a system 
of governance from the western secularism, the Russian communism, Germany's 
Nazism and even from the old Indian civilizations. These eyes can be termed as 
wandering eyes but not dishonest or disloyal. 


Muslims were also an important unit of this country. It was also their duty to 
concentrate with all their capabilities on this very important issue which in fact was an 
issue of their own future. Had they not done this, they would have been disloyal to 
their country. It would have been proof that they wanted to keen the country away 
from a system which is a blessing and a boon to humanity. It was sad that a majority 
of Muslims failed to understand this. However, a few among the top ranking stepped 
forward and voiced their views loud and clear in spite of the volatile and unfavorable 
conditions, that the true success and prosperity of the country lies in a Islamic System. 


Hence, the love for the country and a desire for reconstruction of society also became 
a motivating factor for the Islamic Movement. 


c) Alami (International) Motives: 


This is a product of International situation, i.e. lack of character which had slowly 
reached its peak in every part of human society. We can see with our naked eyes that 
human values are depleting and materialism, selfishness, social injustice and political 
evil have become the norms of society. On one side, the material growth is touching 
the stars and on the other, human values are at their lowest level. Wealth is 
everywhere but humanity is sold out. Man is devising the best rules for society 
through his experiments and experience, but the society is facing more and more 
complications. This whole scenario is a proof that this civilization has deteriorated 
and is about to end. Soon a new road is about to open for a new culture, but it is not 
known what kind of culture it is going to be. However, as far as shouldering the 
responsibility is concerned, the group that will be first considered as responsible is the 
Muslim Ummah. The reason is not only on the basis of its belief, but also evident 
from history that it has produced the best society that has guided mankind in the most 
remarkable manner for centuries. 


It is a pleasure that the call of the hour did not go unheard and some people 
volunteered to heed for this call. This became an instigating and motivating factor for 
the movement. The founder of this movement has put this in his own words as 
follows: 


"le wp opinion, the Cine i¢ approaching apex thie world when one system exde ard 
foundation for another system ie laid down, (¢ seems as though the tine allocated by 
natare to the promoter of western caltare has either ended or i¢ about ta end, Thiv 
whole system is begining to scatter and a state of restlessness, which ie evident before 
the begirning of a new era has already started, Though it ie obligatory on every Mustin 


to strive for the establichment of deen at all tines, it ie more £0 important now when 
the world ic diegopoixted with the present systems ard the groard ie leveled for another 
spsten, Uf we fal to make use of the opportanitics created for us now, we will most 
certainhy be answerable to Allah." 


Nature of the Movement 


It is clear from its background and the reasons of establishing this movement that this 
is a unique movement. It cannot be compared to any of the present day movements. It 
is true that it started during the peak of struggle for independence, but to say that this 
is also one of those movements is totally wrong. As far as the truth is concerned it was 
never meant for the reformation of a nation or a country. It was attached with the 
purpose of creation of the followers of Islam. It was started solely with the purpose of 
Muslim ummah to fulfill its positional responsibility. Hence it is important to note 
that this movement is different from any other movement not only in its goals and 
objectives but also in its origin and position. 


It will be as if we are turning a blind eye if we think that this movement had nothing 
to do with the independence of the country and protection of Muslim nation like many 
other movements of those days. If the objective of a movement is so vast and so great 
that it wants to protect the country from imperfect and incompetent systems and 
establish a system that is complete and based on divine laws then which movement 
can be more likely to protect the nation and the independence of the country than this 
movement. 


The independence that was sought by other movements was to end the rule of a 
foreign nation and supreme authority is transferred to its own people. Whereas the 
independence sought by this movement was for the people to get rid of all human 
governance and to accept complete authority of the Lord. In fact, complete surrender 
to the Lord and Creator is the biggest honor and true independence. Therefore its 
target was not to end the rule of British Monarchy but to end the rule of every human 
authority. Similarly regarding the protection of Muslim community, the aim of other 
movements was that Muslims should be independent to build their own future and to 
run their own affairs. The aim of this movement was that Muslims should be 
independent but not totally independent. That is to say that their personal gains and 
personal interests should not supersede them but Islam should supercede them. 


These were the true facts and motives through which the Islamic Movement 
started its journey. 
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